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Ready, set, walk

Football
coach
resigns

Advocate staff reports

lizzie chinander / THE ADVOCATE

Walkers gather at Alex Nemzek Stadium on Saturday before walking to raise money for athletic
scholarships. The event drew nearly 400 walkers.

Walk raises $95,000
Dragon Fire walkathon adds money for
athletic scholarships but shortfall remains
By LEE MORRIS
Staff Writer

Dragon Fire, the MSUM
booster club, held a Saturday
walkathon that raised $95,000
but will not fill the gap needed
to fund the shortfall already
awarded for athletic scholarships.
MSUM has awarded $414,000
in athletic scholarships for next
year but is still short $175,000
and needs to come up with
that amount by June 30, the
end of the fiscal year.
Alfonso Scandrett Jr., athletics director, said, "(The walkathon) was exciting, a good
turnout, great day, a lot of
enthusiasm.”
Greg Peterson, Dragon Fire
president, said, “We feel that
it was a great event. People
welcomed it. Everybody that
was there that day had a great
time.”
The money needed to fill the
$175,000 gap may come from

athletics department income
raised by selling tickets, concessions and through corporate sponsors.
MSUM President Roland
Barden said if the gap is
unfilled, he can also draw
money from other places.
“I’ve got a little bit of money
vending pop, if you will,”
Barden said. “The university
gets a commission for vending Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola, so
I have a few thousand dollars
there.”
Usually, athletic scholarships are $35,000 to $60,000
short. Last year, the athletic
scholarship award total was
$353,000.
The larger gap is because
“this year we made the decision to put more challenge out
there and not be comfortable
with everything that comes
along," Barden said.
The $95,000 will not go
toward filling the $175,000
gap, according to Peterson.

“This money is not meant
to pay bills,” Peterson said,
“This money will go to athletic scholarships. If they
have a shortfall, that’s not our
doing.”
MSUM will set the athletic
scholarship goal high next
year also.
Barden said, “We do what
we need to do to make everything balance out but this is
not a, you know, 10-month
flash and if it doesn’t work,
‘Well, to heck with that,’ you
know, ‘we’ll spend our time
on something else.’ This is a
long-range effort and we will
have to keep challenging ourselves.”
Peterson said Dragon Fire
will hold another walkathon
next year. “We’re laying a great
groundwork for the future.
We’re hoping that this event is
the event for MSUM.”
Morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.

Only 15 months after
signing on as head coach
of the Dragons, football
coach Chad Eisele resigned
Sunday to take the athletic director position at his
alma mater, Knox College
in Galesburg, Ill.
Eisele told athletic director
Alfonso Scandrett Jr. and
President Roland Barden of
his decision Thursday.
Following the announcement, the team organized a
players-only meeting where
they voted for the candidate
they most wanted to see
named interim head coach.
They chose defensive coordinator Damon Mateo.
Former NFL and Division
I coach John Mackovic was
also considered for the
position, but Mackovic will
have a limited role in fundraising and publicity.
Mateo is the third coach
of the Dragons in as many
years. His decision to take
the interim position was
based on the confidence his
players have in him as well
as the need to hire within to
maintain some stability.

Advocate file photo

Football coach Chad Eisele
speaks in 2005. He resigned
last week.

A promise to graduate
Special to The Advocate

John Aaker admits he’s miserable at the three Rs: reading,
'riting, and 'rithmetic.
But he’ll graduate from
MSUM next week with nearly
a 3.0 GPA–thanks to computer
voice and scanning technology. And a promise he made
to his late grandmother.
Aaker, born with cerebral palsy, will ride his wheelchair on
stage to accept his social work
degree May 12 during MSUM's
spring commencement.
“And they said I couldn’t do
it,” he said, referring to the assessments of a few counselors

and consultants, one of whom
suggested he be raised in a
residential center rather than
at home.
Cerebral palsy is an umbrella
term for a group of permanent
disorders associated with developmental brain injuries that
occur near or at birth. About
500,000 people in the United
States have some form of it.
For Aaker, it was likely the result of being born two months
prematurely.
“I’ve been in physical therapy since the age of 2 and had
10 major orthopedic surgeries
when I was younger,” he said.
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Technology, grandmother help push senior
By GLENN TORNELL

In the end...

Rotating heads

glenn tornell / special to THE ADVOCATE

Senior John Aaker used a variety of technology to help achieve
his degree. Aaker, who graduates with a social work degree May
12, has cerebral palsy.

The shuffle
continues as Chad
Eisele steps down as
head football coach

Sports, page 14
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School organizations provided
ample entertainment and
activities to keep the student body
entertained between the daily
regime of classwork in the 200506 school year.
The year was far from being all
fun. When the student body lost
a classmate, Patrick Kycia, the
campus was forced to face alcohol
problems within the student body.
The athletic department has
continued its struggle with
boosting the competitiveness of
the program.
The variety of events have left
permanent impressions upon the
student body and will resonate in
students' minds as they disperse
for the summer.

JAY PICKTHORN / ADVOCATE PHOTO EDITOR

Students toss a beach ball during the Hawaiian Dance at the beginning of the school year.

LIZZIE CHINANDER / THE ADVOCATE

HEATHER GRUENHAGEN / THE ADVOCATE

Ashley Peters, left, and Elizabeth Allen dish up chili during DragonFrost in February.

HEATHER GRUENHAGEN / THE ADVOCATE

MSUM Regional Science Center sponsored candlelight cross-country skiing at Buffalo River
State Park in February.

Students carry the mascot
at homecoming after the
football team won their first
game in two years.

LIZZIE CHINANDER / THE ADVOCATE

Senior Maureen Ross kicks
the ball during a soccer
game.
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HEATHER GRUENHAGEN / THE ADVOCATE

The sheriff's department
searched the Red River
where the body of student
Patrick Kycia was found.

JAY PICKTHORN / ADVOCATE PHOTO EDITOR

President Roland Barden holds a news conference regarding Kycia's death as university
spokesman Doug Hamilton looks on.

JAY PICKTHORN / ADVOCATE PHOTO EDITOR

Former MSUM student Kevin Sorbo, who stars in the
TV series "Andromeda," waits in the hallway as Doug
Hamilton introduces him to a group of students.

CARY KNUDSON / THE ADVOCATE

MSUM students Joe Grandbois and Jessi Wehrkamp sled at
the Dike West in Fargo in February.

JON LAMBERT / THE ADVOCATE

Sen. Keith Langseth and Rep. Paul Marquart speak during
the March Legislative Open Forum in the CMU.
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MSUM students cheer the football team on to their one and only win of the season during homecoming.

LIZZIE CHINANDER / THE ADVOCATE

LYDIA NYGREN / THE ADVOCATE

During the MSUM toothpick bridge contest in the CMU
ballroom in March, Robert Asp students place weights
atop their bridge.

JON LAMBERT / THE ADVOCATE

The Art Guys gave a public performance in Hansen
Theatre in February.

LIZZIE CHINANDER / THE ADVOCATE

MSUM runningback Matt Zupke, right, reaches for the ball.

An MSUM swim team member starts her way back to the finish.

LIZZIE CHINANDER / THE ADVOCATE
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S

ecurity
Report

4.20— 4.24

4.20 Room access in Weld.
4.21 Fire alarm sounding in
Wellness Center.
4.21 Motor vehicle accident 9th
Avenue South.
4.21 Injury report in Nemzek.
4.21 Minor in consumption in
Lot D.
4.22 Alcohol offense on campus.
4.22 Welfare check in Ballard.
4.22 Welfare check in
Grantham.
4.22 Vandalism in Science Lab.
4.22 Minor in consumption in
Lot N.
4.23 DUI on 14th Street South.
4.23 Health concern outside
Holmquist.
4.23 Inappropriate behavior of
student in Ballard.
4.23 Bicycle theft off campus.
4.24 Theft of company property
in Lommen.
4.24 Vehicle damage in Lot C.
4.24 Trespass of real property
in Lommen.
4.24 Hit and run property damage in Lot N.
4.24 Vandalism outside
Lommen.

March for peace set

The Red River Anti-War
Coalition will hold a peace
march and rally at 1 p.m.
Saturday at the Fargo Federal
Buiding, 657 2nd Ave. N.
From there, the march will
walk to the Main Avenue
Bridge for a short rally, before
walking through Moorhead
back to the Fargo Federal
Building.
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Evening of Dance
tickets on sale

The FM Dance Repertory
Theatre and MSUM Theatre
Arts presents an Evening of
Dance at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
in the Hansen Theatre.
The event will include eclectic dance concert featuring the
work of student choreographers and dancers.
Tickets are $5 for adults and
$3 for students. For more
information call the MSUM
box office at 477-2271.

MSUM graduate
receives award

MSUM graduate Amanda
Ersland was named a 2006
Award of Excellence recipient
by the Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi for the 2006-2007
academic year.
Ersland was given the award
on April 17.      
The award will enable her
to pursue a doctorate of pharmacy at the University of
Minnesota Duluth.

Model U.N. team
takes eight awards

Political science professor
Andrew Conteh coached 19
members of the Model U.N.
Team, who returned the
Arrowhead Region Model UN
Conference in Aberdeen, S.D.,
with eight awards. They competed against 14 colleges and
170 delegates. Their performance was the best in the history of Model U.N. at MSUM.  

MSUM announces
spring art sale date

The annual spring art sale
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on May 2-3 in the CMU.
Parking is available in the
visitor lot on the corner of 11th
Street and 9th Avenue.
The sale is sponsored by
MSUM Drawing Guild and
features the student work in
a variety of media. A number
of pieces of faculty work will
also be for sale.
For more information, contact  Sherry Lee Short, Drawing
Guild adviser, at 477-2310 or
shortsh@mnstate.edu.

Dragon Fire to hold
divas' luncheon

The MSUM Dragon Fire and
women’s athletics will hold a
Dragon Fire Divas’ Luncheon
Buffet at noon Monday at the
Moorhead Country Club, 2101
River Drive North. Cost is $15,
with all proceeds benefiting
Dragon Women’s Athletics.
Guest speakers are Lisa
Schwinden, head golf pro at
Fargo’s Osgood Golf course,
and Sylvia Barnier, MSUM
assistant athletic director/
senior woman administrator.
For more information or to
register, call 477-2556.

MSA to show film
about Islam women

MSUM's Muslim Student
Association will show the documentary "Women In Islam:
Veiling and Seclusion" from 6
to 7 p.m.  Friday in CMU 121.

HEATHER GRUENHAGEN / THE ADVOCATE

Heather Sanden and Tyler Tubbs finish their work for the surveying lab class.

Changes made to
commencement

MSUM’s annual spring
commencement taking place
on May   12   in Nemzek  
Auditorium will be different this year. To accommodate all guests, the university has split graduation ceremonies into two parts: at
10 a.m. students graduating
from the College of Education
& Human Services and the
College of Arts & Humanities
will receive their degrees; at
2 p.m. students graduating
from the College of Business
& Industry and the College of
Social & Natural Sciences will
receive their degrees.
Speaker for the morning
graduation is Charles Cheney,
superintendent
of
West
Fargo Public School District
and MSUM alumnus who
earned an elementary education degree here in 1965. He
has served West Fargo Public
Schools for more than 40 years
as a teacher, middle school
principal, assistant superintendent and currently as
superintendent.
Speaker for the afternoon
graduation is Judge Lisa
Borgen, also an MSUM  alumna who earned a criminal justice degree here in 1993.   She
was appointed to the bench
in Minnesota’s 7th Judicial
District by Gov. Tim Pawlenty
earlier this year.

Biotechnology
workshop date set

The University of Minnesota
College  of  Veterinary Medicine
will provide a molecular biotechnology workshop July 1014.
The workshop combines lectures and hands-on lab experiments; it is designed to assist
the academic or corporate
researcher, educator or manager involved in biological sciences, biomedicine, agribusiness and agriculture in understanding and applying basic
concepts of biotechnology.
To register or for more information, visit www.cvm.umn.
edu/outreach/events/molecularbiotech.html or call 1-800380-8636.

Mumps outbreak
crosses into MN

A mumps outbreak in Iowa
appears to be crossing into
Minnesota. More than 600
cases of mumps have been
confirmed in Iowa and 22 are
currently being investigated
in Minnesota. A large portion
of these cases involve collegeage students.
If you are not certain of your
immune status or have not
received vaccine due to medical or other exemption, please
discuss your possible health
risk and need for vaccination
with your primary care provider.
Anyone not vaccinated for
mumps may receive the vaccine by contacting local clinics
or Cass or Clay County public
health departments. Hendrix
Health Center has vaccine
available for students at $20
a dose.
The Minnesota Department
of Health has the latest news
and facts about mumps. For
more information, visit  www.
health.state.mn.us/divs/
idepc/diseases/mumps/
index.html.

Gay study survey
results announced

Four MSUM women’s studies students conducted a survey to determine how many
people have a close friend or
family member who is gay.
They surveyed 160 people
on and off campus in order to
explore the prominence and
awareness of homosexuality
in the Fargo-Moorhead community.
115 people out of the 160
polled said that they do have a
close friend or family member
who is gay.  
Out of 65 females, 36 said
their opinion of a person does
not change significantly after
learning that person is gay.
Out of 95 males polled, 73
said their opinion of a person
does change significantly.  
This project is part of a student community activism
project to raise awareness and
create tolerance on MSUM’s
campus and within the FargoMoorhead community.   

OPINION
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Advocate editorial board
Alicia Strnad
Editor

Ashley Johnk
Opinion Editor

Don't let stress
get to you:
Make the best
of your future
Freaking out about the end of the school year?
Finals are sneaking in and with them deadlines for
scholarships, financial aid, internships, etc. Who
has time to think about next year? Yet, we all do.
Some of us are worried about what to do after
graduation.
Shouldn’t we have had this planned out by now?
Didn’t we have years to decide what to do after
college? Travel to Europe? Get an internship? Look
for an entry-level job in our career of choice? Bum
around the parents' house for a decade? Let’s not
even mention the mountains of debt some of us
have accumulated in our more than four years here
at MSUM.
Then there are us unlucky bunch looking forward
to another year of stress and grades and other
dreary things.
We have the pleasure of worrying over
scholarships, jobs and the dreaded new changes to
financial aid. (In case you missed the memo: Some
form of payment, minimum of $300, must be set up
before Aug. 18th or you will be dropped out of the
classes you have registered for.)
Despite all the stress of the last weeks of the
semester, the bottom line is, change is good and so
is progress.
Graduating students can breathe a big sigh of
relief as they say goodbye to homework, study
groups, wacky schedules due to cramming in
before tests and late-night marathons of “Arrested
Development.” Some may even be feeling euphoria
at the idea of finally leaving a cold climate for
warmer, more exotic places. Others just can’t wait
to have a good night’s sleep after years of sleep
deprivation.
We returning students have a lot to look forward to
also. In our futures are countless opportunities via
internships and jobs—on or off campus—to further
our knowledge. There’s the possibility of studying
abroad or getting involved in an organization
that can make our years at MSUM rewarding and
fulfilling. There are those countless crazy stories
that have yet to happen that we’ll regale our kids
with. “Did I ever tell you about the time Jim stuffed
a whole orange into his mouth,” you’ll ask, and
they’ll stare at you wide-eyed and awed. Maybe
not.
Whatever happens in the future, one thing is
certain. Our futures rely on what we make of them.
Whether graduating or returning to MSUM next
year, remember: It’s up to you to make these years
worthwhile.

Letters to the Editor

Limiting options not
positive for anyone

Strnad wrong about Midwest

After reading Alicia
Strnad's opinion piece "Oh
give me a home ..." (The
Advocate, April 13) I felt a
need to respond.
Here goes. I can certainly appreciate Ms. Strnad's
satisfaction with living
and working in the FargoMoorhead community.
I have had the pleasure
of living and working here
myself for the past two
years and I have found the
experience (for the most
part) to be both engaging
and rewarding. Most of the
people I've met have been
warm and welcoming.
However, there have
been exceptions. There are
ALWAYS exceptions.
I have met some folks
from this community who
were rather distant and
cold. Some were downright
frigid. And that is to be
expected because they were
human beings. Not human
beings who happen to live
in a small community in
the upper Midwest ... just
human beings, period.
Ms. Strnad would have us
believe there is something
uniquely "safe" and "friendly" and (to be blunt) "better"
about living in Midwest

"heartland" America.
That is just not true.
I grew up in the Baltimore/
Washington community (a
major metropolitan area)
and I spent almost three
years living in Los Angeles.
Some of the nicest, most
decent people I've met
were born and raised in
New York and Los Angeles
and some of the crummier
ones were from small-town
middle America.
Population size and geography has little or nothing
to do with friendliness and
human decency.
In her opinion piece, Ms.
Strnad states "I don't feel
the need to meet all kinds
of new and fascinating people. The citizens of this area
are the best people I could
hope to meet."
In considering this statement I have to ask the question: "How can you possibly know that these are the
BEST you could ever meet
when you are unwilling to
consider the others?"
Ms. Strnad goes on to
state that she has no aspirations to "get out and see the
world."
I'm in my 40s, which means
(if I'm lucky) I've already

spent half of my expected
lifespan on this planet. The
best moments of that time
were spent traveling to new
places, experiencing new
situations and meeting new
people.
As a college professor, my
life experience (both personal and professional) is
the most valuable resource
I can offer my students.
Considering the fact that
we are about to graduate
another group of college
seniors ... a group of young
adults getting ready to "go
out and see the world," I
would like to offer some
parting advice (for what it's
worth).
The only way to truly
appreciate your given circumstances is to gain perspective. The best way to
gain perspective is to look
at ALL of the possibilities.
Don't be in a hurry to limit
your options.
Believe me, life has a way
of doing it for you.

Tom Brandau
Assistant professor
Film Studies

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the Editor and Your
Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due
by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Page 7, The Advocate

Thursday, April 27, 2006

On eve of real world, longing for simpler times
I don’t want to grow
up.
While the prospect
of no longer having
homework is nice,
the thought of leaving my cozy highered cocoon for the vast
wasteland of “the real
world” is daunting.
I don’t want to stay here
racking up any more student loans, but the prospect
of life without an overage
check is bleak.
If the truth be told, I don’t
want to be responsible for
anything anymore. I just
want to be 7 again.
Seven was the perfect
age. First and second grade
were fun grades, where
most assignments involved
colored pencils and practicing writing the letter “L” in
cursive.
I don’t remember having
any relationship problems
then. My biggest inter-

personal issue was that
Emalee didn’t invite me to
her birthday party (though,
to be fair, I did steal the
whipped cream from the
top of her school lunch
pudding cup).
Family life was a lot less
complicated then too. Most
family fights were made
better when I slammed
my bedroom door as hard
as possible. Disputes with
my younger siblings were
generally resolved with
a round of “I know you
are, but what am I?” It was
also a lot more acceptable
to slap people. Apparently
an abusive 7-year-old is a
discipline problem, but an

abusive 22-year-old
is a potential felon.
Who knew?
Even
pastimes
were simpler then.
Being a big nerd, I
spent most of the
time reading but
even when I was
engaging in more traditional kid hobbies, it wasn’t the
super-realistic graphically
enhanced world of today.
I always liked video games.
By video games, I mean
"Duck Hunt." I’m not too
violent a person by nature,
but I could annihilate more
of those flying fowl in an
afternoon than anyone else
I knew. We never had any
of the other games (and
the Nintendo was one we
just rented, so I didn’t have
much time to practice) so
I poured all my Nintendo
skills into that one game
until I was practically a virtuoso.

When I went for TV, it
wasn’t about superhero cartoon kids or talking sponges. We watched “Muppet
Babies” and “Animaniacs.”
We tuned in to educational PBS shows like “Where
in the World is Carmen
Sandiego?” and “Square
One.” We solved arithmetic
mysteries with “MathNet.”
Life then seems quaint. I
have a little brother who’s
10. When he wants to know
something, he hops on
Google. I was helping him
with homework the other
day and looked something
up in an encyclopedia for
him and he looked at me
like he’d never seen a book
before. He didn’t know
what an encyclopedia was.
That’s what I miss the most
about being 7. We had technology, but it helped us, not
owned us. Nowadays, we’d
be lost without computers.
If the Internet crashed right

now, there are millions of
people who wouldn’t know
what to do.
If they couldn’t access computers, a whole generation
of kids would have no idea
how to get information for
school reports because they
literally don’t know how
to use books. My doctor
wouldn’t know anything in
my medical history because
it’s all computerized. We
couldn’t buy things because
the new computerized cash
registers make it so cashiers
don’t even have to know
how to make change.
Of course, if I were 7, I
wouldn’t know any of this.
I’d be busy trying to get an
invite to Emalee’s birthday
party and perfecting my
"Duck Hunt" skills.
Let all mallards beware.

has nothing to say. In the
words of Sublime, “What
I really wanna say, I can’t
define.”
On that note, my best
friend Lindsay once said,
“Life would be great if it
were like a musical and
everybody busted out
in song and dance at the
same time.” I couldn’t have
said it better myself. Since
I can’t quite describe the
end of my four years as a
Dragon in my own words,
I’ll let other people do it for

me. Artists who are
much more respected and far better
paid. I’ll bring it to
you in song—kind
of.
“Out of college
money spent, see
no future, pay
no rent. All my money’s
gone, nowhere to go,” a big
thank you to The Beatles.
That is exactly how I feel.
Graduation is a big scary
thing and while I am so
excited to be done, I am
scared out of my mind
as well. Here comes the
“real world”—am I ready
for it? Up until last week
I thought I was receiving
a B.A. degree, when I’m
really getting a B.S. degree.
Honestly, sometimes I’m

not sure I’m ready to grow
up.
With all of the scariness
of graduation aside, I am
kind of sad to be leaving.
Four years is a lot of time
to invest in anything. With
a school the size of MSUM,
it’s hard not to feel welcome.
I have met so many friendly faces over the course
of four years; it’s hard to
imagine not seeing them
again. I have met some of
my best friends and grown
closer to my already best
friends. It may be cheesy,
but I can answer your question, Jack Johnson: "all the
good people" have gone to
MSUM.
To MSUM I owe not only
my education, but also some
of my best memories. From

eating waffles in Kise and
sneaking boys into Dahl
freshman year, to spending
late nights at The Advocate
or going to Mick’s Office
as a senior, there are too
many memories to count.
Unfortunately, as Freddy
Mercury would say, “The
show must go on.”
To the wonderful people
I've met through the years, I
refer back to the '80s song—
"Don't Forget Me When I'm
Gone." Thank you to everyone who has made my four
years here worthwhile. It's
been a blast. As Patrick
Swayze would sing, "Now
I've had the time of my life
... and I owe it all to you!"

Did you steal my pudding cup?
E-mail Alicia
at aliciawithay@cableone.net.

Four years at MSUM best expressed set to song
Well folks, I’m
afraid the time has
come. We’ve reached
the end of the road.
The fat lady has sung
… cue the music, I’m
outta here. I thought
it would never happen, but today is my
last day at The Advocate,
and this, my friends, is my
final column.
Call me a nerd, but I’ve
thought about this day for
quite some time. I started
at “The Advo” two-anda-half years ago, and this
is it. Other than Alicia, I
have been here longer than
everyone else. So I guess I’d
like to take this opportunity
to reflect on my years as a
Dragon. Ironically enough,
this time the opinion editor

What song sums up your
college career?
E-mail Ashley
at johnkas@mnstate.edu.

Drivers kill
more deer
than hunters.
Heineken beer is
designed to 'foam'
for exactly five
minutes.

C3PO is the first
character to speak
in Star Wars.

Nike Air Soles
do not
actually have
'air' in them.

Spiders have
transparent
blood.
Originally,
BMW was an
airplane engine
manufacturer.
Grapes explode
when you put
them in the microwave.

President Bush
and Saddam
Hussein both
have their shoes
made by the
same Italian
shoemaker!

Attention, Students!

Random
Facts From
JENNA

We’ve got
you

Covered.

No matter where life takes you, U.S. Bank is there. Whether you’re still a
student or you’re ready to graduate this year, you’ll find a U.S. Bank to
help you with all your financial needs.
U.S. Bank Makes Banking Easy and Convenient – Anywhere, Anytime.
■ 2,400 branch offices located in 24 states

■ More than 4,900 U.S. Bank ATMs nationwide

■ Convenient account access online at usbank.com

■ Bank by phone! 24-hour account access at 1-800-US BANKS
And if you're moving to a new city, or even a new state, you don't have to close
your U.S. Bank account. All you have to do is stop by any U.S. Bank branch or call
1-800-US BANKS to change your address.

usbank.com
Member FDIC

For more information on any
U.S. Bank products or services,
visit your local U.S. Bank branch today!
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Random Fun Facts From Jenna:
Oak trees are struck by lightning more than any other tree.
The last time American Green cards were actually green was 1964
To sell your home faster, and for more money, paint it yellow.
On average, 100 people choke to death on ballpoint pens every year.
Dueling is legal in Paraguay, as long as both parties are registered
blood donors.
A chameleon’s tongue is twice the length of its body.
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'Red Weather' strikes campus
MSUM celebrates the 25th edition of literary magazine this week
By Sara hacking
A&E Editor

submitted photo

MSUM celebrates 25 years of
“Red Weather” this week with the
release of its annual literary magazine.
“Red Weather” features the best
poetry, fiction, nonfiction, drama
and graphics submitted by MSUM
students, alumni and faculty.
“Our goal is to represent the
strength of what we have (on
campus),” said Mark Vinz, faculty
adviser, about the content of the
magazine. “It’s the way we represent ourselves to the world.”
For a quarter of a century
MSUM’s literary community has
represented itself to the world in
“Red Weather,” a name inspired
by a line in Wallace Stevens’ poem
“Disillusionment of Ten O’ Clock.”
Vinz said the diversity of its
content is what has marked “Red
Weather” from the beginning.
An editorial board consisting of
students in Vinz’s literary maga-

“

Our goal is to
represent the
strength of what
we have (on
campus.) It's the way we
represent ourselves to the
world.
Mark Vinz
Faculty Adviser

zine class selects the works featured in the magazine.
All students, faculty and alumni
are eligible to submit their graphics and literature to the magazine.
“We’re just looking for strong
work,” Vinz said. “No other biases.”
Graduate student Conor Shenk
said selecting which work makes
it into the magazine is the most
“excruciating and heartbreaking
part” of producing the magazine.
“We received a great pile of work
this year and paring that down
to the very best—it’s a Herculean
task, to say the least,” he said.

“It’s a lot of fun to be a part of
something and to have a product
at the end of it," graduate student
and graphics editor Holly Hedeen
said about editing the magazine.
For the first time, the editorial
staff teamed up with members of
the art department to select the
graphics for the issue.
Art student Barb Nagle’s “Birches:
Looking Up” was selected for the
cover artwork this year.
Writers whose work was selected for the 2006 edition of “Red
Weather” will read their published
pieces at 8 p.m. today (Thursday)
in the library porch.
“It’s a time to get together and
celebrate the magazine,” Vinz said.
“It’s always fun to see some of
these people we don’t know except
for a name on a manuscript.”
“Red Weather” will be available for purchase at the MSUM
bookstore, Zandbroz Variety and
Atomic Coffee.
Hacking can be reached
at sarahacking@hotmail.com.

Students perform poetry
English club Sigma Tau Delta sponsors annual poetry slam at Red Raven Espresso Parlor

Slam!

photos by Jay pickthorn / Photo Editor

MSUM students competed for poetic pride and cash prizes at
Sigma Tau Delta's biannual Poetry Slam on April 20 in Fargo's Red
Raven Espresso Parlor. Conor Shenk won first place and $25, Adam
Quesnell won second place and $15, and Amanda Silbernagle won
third place and $10.
Above: A student slams his original poem for the judges to evaluate
and the audience to enjoy. Above right: The next performer is selected.Bottom: Audience members enjoy the slam's atmosphere.
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Art exhibit seeks entries
Plains Art museum invites area artists to submit entries for 'Art on the Plains 9'
Advocate staff reports
The Plains Art Museum
seeks entries for “Art on the
Plains 9.” The 2006 annual
regional juried exhibition will
be held from Sept. 28 through
Jan. 7, 2007.
The “Art on the Plains” exhibition is intended to access
both established and emerging visual artists from the
region served by the museum:

North Dakota, Minnesota,
South Dakota, Montana and
the Canadian provinces of
Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
“Art on the Plains” is a tribute to the boundless creative
energy of the individual.
The exhibition reminds us
that even traditional subject
matter, such as landscape, can
be approached by the contemporary artist with a fresh eye.
This exhibition continues to

be an annual highlight at the
Plains Art Museum.
The mission of the museum
is not only to bring people and
art together, but to celebrate
the finest of human achievement.
This achievement is clearly demonstrated in the “Art
on the Plains” exhibitions.
Announcement of the juror is
expected soon.
In 2006 the entries will be

open to works of all media,
including two- and threedimensional work. Entries
should be postmarked no later
than June 19.
Complete entry information
is available on the Museum’s
Web site at www.plainsart.
org; by writing to “Art on the
Plains 9,” c/o Rusty Freeman,
Vice President of Curatorial
and Education, Plains Art
Museum, PO Box 2338, Fargo,

N.D. 58108-2338; by telephoning (701) 232-3821, ext. 106; or
by e-mailing rfreeman@plainsart.org.
The juror will select a first,
second and third-place award.
First place will receive $500,
second place will receive $350
and the third place will receive
$200.
A Museum Purchase Award
will also be given at the museum’s discretion.

Traveling frontier
women focus of
professor's book
Advocate staff reports
“Traveling Women: Narrative Visions
of Early America,” a new book by
Susan Imbarrato, English professor,
will be released early this summer by
the Ohio University Press.
The 256-page historical account closely examines women’s travel narratives
from 1700-1830, a period marked by
the emergence of the stage coach and
the coming of the railroads, that trace
journeys north and south along the
eastern seaboard and west onto the
Ohio frontier.
From these accounts we learn how
women traveled, what they observed,
what they ate, why they traveled and
what they experienced.
These travelers, she said, wrote compellingly of crossing rivers and moun-

tains, facing hunger, encountering
Native Americans, sleeping in taverns
and confronting slavery, expressing
themselves in voices that differed in
sensibility from their male counterparts.
Imbarrato has been teaching at MSUM
since 1999 and writes and speaks frequently on early American travel narratives and early American women’s
writings. She is also the author of
“Declarations of Independency in 18th
Century American Autobiography,”
published in 1998 by the University of
Tennessee Press.
Drawing extensively from primary
sources, Imbarrato illustrates in her
new book that women, traveling with
bravado mixed with hesitation, played
an important and unique role in the
settlement of early America.

Artsy Alternatives
Orchestra Concert:

The MSUM Symphony Orchestra performs 8 p.m. Friday in
Glasrud Auditorium in Weld.

Wind Ensemble Concert:

The MSUM wind ensemble performs 3 p.m. Friday in Glasrud
Auditorium in Weld.

Singer Songwriter:

Brenda Weiler will perform 8 p.m May 5 at NDSU's Beckwith Hall
in the Reineke Fine Arts Center. Tickets are $12 at the door and $10
in advance and may be purchased at Zandbroz Variety. All ages.

Writer's Round Robin:

The Lake Region Arts Council is seeking 10 writers who would
like to participate in this year's Round Robin Event. To obtain an
entry form contact LRAC at (218) 739-5780 or toll-free 1-800-2622787 or e-mail lrac4@charterinternet.com. Deadline to enter is May
1, 2006. Open to all writers 18 years or older residing in Becker,
Clay, Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Pope, Stevens, Traverse and
Wilkin counties.

Student Films:

Senior seminar showings will be held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
tonight and Friday in King 110. Beginning filmmaking will
show from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. May 4 in King 110. Techniques of
film directing will show from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. May 5 in Glasrud
Auditorium. Video production will show from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
May 9 in Glasrud Auditorium. Advanced 16MM filmmaking will
show from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. May 10 in Glasrud Auditorium.

submitted photo

FM Dance Repertory Theatre and MSUM theater arts present “An Evening
of Dance” at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Roland Dille Center for the Arts
Hansen Theatre. The eclectic dance concert features the work of student
choreographers and dancers, including jazz, lyrical, ballet, modern, tap and
hip-hop dance. Tickets are on sale now: $5 for adults and $3 for students.
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Thursday, May 4th

Don’t miss 2 of the area’s HOTTEST bands

Holiday & Tripwire LIVE 9:30 – Close
Enjoy $2 Teas, Captain Morgan Drinks, 20 oz. Tap Beers,
Jag Bombs, Smirnoff Vodka & Red Bull Drinks from 8-12pm

LOVE AND STUFF FROM THE
ADVOCATE STAFF
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Another
Random
Jenna Fact
22% of us skip
lunch daily.
Dragonflies have
six legs but
cannot walk!

Lake Nicaragua in Nicaragua is the only
freshwater lake in the world that has sharks.
Seaweed can grow up to 12 inches per day!

All humans are 99.9 percent genetically identical , while 98.4 percent of
human genes are the same as the genes of a chimpanzee.
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ON
DECK

SPORTS

Around we go again

Coaching carousel takes an unexpected turn for gridders
By STEVE HARTMAN
Sports Editor

April 27:
SB vs. Northern State
3 p.m. Doubleheader
April 28:
TRK at Drake Relays
Des Moines, Iowa
April 29:
TRK at Drake Relays
Des Moines, Iowa
Men's TRK at Al Cassell
Relays, Jamestown, N.D.
SB at MSU/Microtel Inn &
Suites Classic
April 30:
TRK at NSIC Heptathlon/
Decathlon Aberdeen, S.D.
SB at MSU/Microtel Inn &
Suites Classic
May 1:
TRK at NSIC Heptathlon/
Decathlon Aberdeen, S.D.
May 3:
Women's TRK at Tommie
Twilight St. Paul
SB vs. University of Mary
3 p.m. Doubleheader
May 5:
SB at NSIC Tourney
May 6:
TRK hosts Ron Masanz
Invitational
SB at NSIC Tourney
May 12:
TRK at NSIC Outdoor
May 13:
TRK at NSIC Outdoor
May 26-27:
TRK at NCAA Division II
National Outdoor
Home events in bold.

Dragons in the
News…
Dragon Fire raised $95,000
from the Walk for Athletics
Saturday. This money will
go towards future athletic
scholarships for student
athletes.
The Dragon women's golf
team finished in 11th place
out of the 11-team field at
the Maverick Invitational in
Waseca, Minn. Minnesota
State University-Mankato
hosted the event. Junior
Erika Hochgraber had the
low score for MSUM with
a 180.
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After only 15 months on the
job, head football coach Chad
Eisele officially resigned Sunday following a meeting with
the team. Eisele dropped the
Dragon gig to become athletic
director at Fort Knox College,
Galesburg, Ill., his alma mater.
President Roland Barden and
athletic director Alfonso Scandrett, as well as the coaching
staff, were notified on Thursday.
The resignation came as a
shock to many, including Scandrett, who said that Eisele had
applied for the job in September and should have contacted
someone before now.
"The funny thing is, hypothetically, you're supposed to
tell your boss," Scandrett said.
Many players were also frustrated by the loss of another
coach.
"It's not a real good situation.
We'll make the best of it," said
junior guard Matt Rudolph.
Junior defensive lineman David Bosch reiterated the confu-

sion surrounding the resignation.
"It's been so weird around.
Monday was just chaos. Me
and (sophomore Drew) Waters talked in the locker room,"
he said.
Defensive coordinator Damon Mateo, who has since
been promoted to interim
head coach, stands by the man
who hired him.
"I moved 2,000 miles to be a
part of his staff. I believe in his
philosophies," said Mateo.
According to Mateo, the
coaching change will not affect the incoming freshman
who committed to MSUM under Eisele.
"We have 100 percent reaffirmation with our recruits," he
said.
Mateo takes interim duties
This may not be exactly
where Damon Tameo expected to be when he joined the
MSUM football program last
season. But this is where the
players want him.
After the resignation of head
coach Chad Eisele, Tameo

Timeline of recent events involving Dragon football
Thursday • Eisele informs Barden, Scandrett and coaches of his intentions
to resign as head football coach
Saturday • Annual varsity/alumni spring game, rumors surface of Eisele's
resignation
Sunday • Eisele announces resignation to team and public, layers vote for
defensive coordinator Damon Tameo to become interim head coach
Monday • MSUM announces Tameo as interim coach, ex-NFL and Texas
and Arizona coach John Mackovic's name is thrown in
Tuesday • Talk of Mackovic joining the Dragons in some form continues

was
announced
as interim head
coach on
Tu e s d a y,
following
a vote by
the players
in a closed
meeting.
Damon Mateo
The players then brought their conclusion to Scandrett, who announced the hiring.
"Without that confidence
(from the players), I wouldn't
be taking this position," said
Tameo.
Former Texas and Arizona
head coach John Mackovic
was rumored to be Scandrett's
No. 1 choice, but the players
and staff agreed that it was
important to hire someone
from within to maintain some
stability in the program.
"We have plans. We just have
to iron out the details. Anytime you change, it's hard. But
the direction (of the program)
is the same," said Mateo.
The defensive unit seems
to maintain the confidence
that it gained from Mateo last
season. However, the offense
could once again learn a new
system in the fall, a nearly impossible task.
Throughout his time in the
NFL and at the University of
Texas and Arizona, Mackovic
has been known as an offen-

Coach Mateo's resume
1995-1998–Four-year starter at Pomona College, Claremount, Calif.
2000–Defensive coordinator/linebackers coach at Damien High
School, La Verne, Calif.
2001–University of Redlands
graduate assistant
2002–Defensive coordinator/linebackers coach/recruiting coordinator at Pomona-Pitzer College
2003–Assistant Director of Football
and Recruiting Operations at University of Arizona.
2004–Staff member at California
Lutheran
2005-Defensive coordinator at
MSUM

sive-minded coach. So the
thought of learning a new system has some players fearing
a tough transition.
"If that new guy (Mackovic)
comes in, it's as if the spring
was wasted," said Bosch.
"Our offense is still worried.
It could be a learning process
all over again," said Bosch.
"It's going to be tough to pick
up a new system. To learn a
new system in two weeks is
going to be tough," said Rudolph.
Mackovic's
ties
extend
throughout
the
Dragon
football community. Mateo
worked under Mackovic in
2003 at Arizona. Scandrett has
ties with Mackovic that extend
into the mid-1990s. Both spent
time in the Big 12 conference.
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SOFTBALL

Busy final two weeks of season for MSUM
Dragons hope to make push before NSIC conference tourney
By STEVE HARTMAN
Sports Editor

A tough stretch lies ahead to
end the season for the Dragon
softball team. But it's a stretch
that could tell a lot about a
season of ups and downs.
Currently the Dragons are
on a downward slide. So they
can use their last few games to
hopefully bust out of a losing
streak that has seen them lose
nine of their past 11 games.
However, the way the Dragons are playing is more im-

portant to second-year coach
Rhonda Denbow.
"We've been playing very
well. We've had some close
games. We are right in the mix
and as long as we play well
we'll be right there," said Denbow.
MSUM will play 11 games in
nine days, counting this past
Tuesday's game at St. Cloud
State before the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate
Conference
tournament, May 5 and 6.
The Dragons (23-20, 7-7) are
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Sophomore Holly Kitchen advances a base in recent home action
against MSU-Mankato. The Mavericks swept MSUM, 6-3 and 4-2.

currently in fourth place in the
NSIC with Wayne (Neb.) State
nipping at their heels with a 66 conference record.
There is a logjam at the top
of the NSIC as 34-7 Southwest Minnesota State has an
unblemished 12-0 conference
mark.
Closely behind the Mustangs
are Winona State and Concordia-St. Paul, both at 10-2.
MSUM is hoping to get the
winning momentum back as
they enter the final two weeks
of the season.
And as they've shown, the
Dragons are not far from the
top of the food chain in the
NSIC.
Recent extra-inning losses to
Winona State (4-2 in 8 innings)
and SW Minnesota State (4-3
in 9 innings) give the Dragons
some confidence.
"It just proves that this conference is up for grabs. Anyone can beat anyone," said
Denbow.
With 10 of the 18 roster players for MSUM underclassmen,
close losses to quality teams
are important for the younger
players.

"We should have confidence
because we can beat anybody,"
said Denbow.
As of Tuesday it was two juniors and a sophomore leading the Dragon hitting attack.
Julie Vancura was hitting .333
for MSUM. Jessica White had
a batting average of .324 while
Alicia Nortrom was hitting at
a .313 clip.
White and sophomore Holly
Kitchen, as they have all year,
were producing runs and
home runs for MSUM.
White currently leads the
Dragons in runs batted in with
29 and is second on the team
with four home runs.
Kitchen leads MSUM with
her six home runs and is just
behind White with 28 RBI's.
Sophomore Julie Vancura
leads the Dragons' pitching
staff. Her 2.45 earned run average, nine wins, and her .193
opponents' batting average all
are team highs.
MSUM was at St. Cloud on
Tuesday when this issue went
to press.
Hartman can be reached
at hartmast@mnstate.edu.
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TRACK & FIELD

Second-place finishes
highlight Kansas Relays
Advocate staff reports

Two second-place finishes by
MSUM athletes last weekend
highlighted the Kansas Relays
in Lawrence, Kan.
The Dragons' shuttle hurdle
relay team of senior Tiffany

lizzie chinander / THE ADVOCATE

Freshman Alison Streyle runs
the hurdles at Concordia.

Spriggs, junior Jessica Trautwein and freshmen Katie
Flemming and Alison Streyle
finished second behind the
University of Nebraska's team.
MSUM finished in a time of 1
minute, 1.57 seconds.
The other second went to
freshman Jennifer Hensel
in the women's pole vault.
Hensel was off a touch from
her Division II leading mark,
but still posted a 12 foot, 5
1/2 inch vault to take second
place.
Spriggs took fifth in the pole
vault as she crossed the bar at
11-11 3/4.
This weekend the Dragons
send athletes to Des Moines,
Iowa, to compete in the Drake
Relays.
Other Dragons will be going
to Jamestown, N.D., to compete in the Al Cassell Relays.
The NSIC outdoor championships are May 12-13.

FOOTBALL

Dragon varsity falls to alumni
By Nick lerud
Staff Writer

The annual varsity-alumni
football game kicked off Saturday afternoon as the MSUM
varsity squad was defeated by
the alumni 26-14 in the warm
sunshine at Alex Nemzek Stadium.
The alumni came out impressively as they looked sharp on
offense and defense as they
caused seven turnovers. The
former Dragons jumped out
to an early lead and led at the
half, 12-7.
The varsity showed signs of
life in the second half as they
put together a few nice drives.
Junior defensive back Mitch
Jeppesen was the defensive
sparkplug for the Dragon
varsity as he picked off two
passes and took one back for a
touchdown.
“We have some guys coming
in this season that will really
help us out,” Jeppesen said.
Freshman Enol Gilles gave
the crowd something to cheer
about several times. Gilles
split time with Dante Mathis
in the backfield.
“It helped keeping fresh legs
out there,” Gilles said. Gilles
made many alumni miss on
numerous nice runs. Gilles
and Mathis hope to be a big
part of a running game that
averaged less than three yards
per rush in 2005.
“We came out expecting to
win and it showed that we
need to work harder in the offseason,” Gilles said.
“Our defense is really close
and as a whole we need to
come together,” Jeppesen said.
“We need to iron some things
out before fall.”
The Dragons look to improve on their 1-9 record in
2005 with new interim coach
Damon Tameo. Former coach
Chad Eisele announced his

resignation on Sunday.
MSUM announced Monday
that defensive coordinator
Damon Mateo will be the interim coach this season.
Lerud can be reached
at smoothlerud@hotmail.com.

TENNIS

Dragons battle injury, sickness for second place
By STEVE HARTMAN
Sports Editor

The MSUM tennis team
wrapped up their 2006 season with a second-place finish
last weekend at the Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference tournament in St. Cloud,
Minn.
The Dragons got gutsy efforts from the entire team,
according to 11th-year coach
Gary Harris.
"We played very well. We
battled through sickness and
injury from the middle part to
the end of the year," he said.
MSUM brought home three
titles to earn NSIC runner-up
behind Winona State.
Freshman Laura Benz took
home the championship at No.
4 singles.
"Laura played very steady, as
she has all year," Harris said.
"She didn't make a lot of errors."
At No. 6 singles Heather
Buesing brought home the
Dragons second singles title of
the tournament.
Buesing, last year's confer-

❒ MATEO, from 14
"He's a personal friend of
mine. I've talked to him about
the situation here," said Mateo.
Scandrett sees the opportu-

ence runner-up, has improved
a lot since the beginning of the
year, said Harris.
"Her training and conditioning has improved the most,"
he said.
The final MSUM conference
title went to the doubles team
of sophomore Maria Cederberg and junior Beth Helgeson
at No. 3 doubles.
"They played as well as they
could play. They were aggressive and attacked the net," said
Harris. Helgeson was on last
year's No. 2 doubles runnerup team.
The return of many letterwinners from 2005 gave Harris
a sense that things could bode
well for the Dragons.
But the injuries and sickness prohibited some of that
growth.
"Our freshman made major
contribution. Three freshmen
played a lot for us this year,"
Harris said.
But throughout a tough season and into the conference
tourney, it is usually those
who have been there before
that produce.
nity to use Mackovic as a recruiting and fundraising tool,
and "if he can help further, it'd
be great."
Scandrett expects a permanent coach to be in place by
mid-November following the
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Freshman Alyssa Schafer tosses her serve in tennis action.

"Experience is always a factor or a plus. We had everyone back from last year," coach
Harris said.
If that's the case, expect an
even more improved Dragon
squad next year, as MSUM
once again will return.
"We expect to be better next
year," said Harris.
Hartman can be reached
at hartmast@mnstate.edu.

conclusion of the 2006 season
when more coaches will be
available to interview.
Hartman can be reached
at hartmast@mnstate.edu.

News
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❒ GRADUATE, from front
The 1997 Moorhead High
School graduate has limited
use of his legs. “I can stand on
my own for about a minute
and a half and I can walk some,
but it’s a safety issue,” he said.
“If I fall, I can’t get up.”
He’s accepted his physical
disabilities. What he hasn’t
accepted is a raft of learning
disabilities that also stem from
that difficult birth.
Help from technology
Fortunately, he has no trouble with a computer keyboard.
And that’s been his saving
grace.
“I rely on two software programs a lot,” he said. “Dragon Dictate, which allows me
to talk to my computer, then
types what I say. The words
appear on the screen almost
instantly. And my Kurzweil
3000, which allows me to scan
copy into my computer, then
the program reads the document to me out loud, highlighting the copy as I listen to
it.”
When it comes to comprehending the spoken word,
Aaker is a whiz. But while he
can read well, the wiring in his
brain interferes with his ability
to remember what he’s read.
Same with writing.
“I’ve destroyed a lot of $50
text books, ripping out page
after page so I can scan and
then listen to them.” (Aaker
said when he’s rushed, he often uses a free text-to-speech
software program downloadable free on the Web at www.
readplease.com)
For the most part, it works
well. But there are some glitches. “We don’t talk like we
write,” he said. “The formality
isn’t there.”
Another problem: Other students can highlight important
sections of textbooks or notes,
usually with yellow felt pens.

“You can’t do that when all
your books and notes are in an
audio format,” he said. “Sometimes my mom or friends
would read the same chapter
in a book that I did, then summarize some of the important material for me. That really helped when studying for
tests.”
Many of his required classroom texts were available on
tape, either through Services
for the Blind and Dyslexic or
the Library of Congress.
“I can call the Library of Congress and if they don’t have
the book, I can request a copy
and they’ll send it to me in a
month,” he said. “It’s really
amazing.”
Numerical struggles
As if he doesn’t have enough
problems, he also has dyscalculia. “Which means I’m really
bad at math,” he said. “I’ve
taken life skills courses in the
basics, which means I can
balance a checkbook, make
change, figure out times or ingredients for cooking.”
He took the most basic college
math twice. He then advanced
to Math 105, “which I passed
with the help of Sylvan Learning Center in Fargo,” he said,
“and a very dedicated teacher,
Kristine Montis, a professor in
the university’s mathematics
department who took the time
to help me.”
He also had to take a required
statistics class twice. “I barely
passed, thanks to professor
Deb White from the sociology
and criminal justice department and Matt Bakko, a student tutor who spent endless
hours helping me understand
the concepts.”
A graduation promise
The hurdles sometimes overwhelmed him, whether it was
another accessibility issue or
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again trying to work with another professor who didn’t
quite understand his reading
and writing difficulties.
“But when I really, really got
frustrated, I’d remember the
promise I made to my grandmother. When she was lying in
bed dying, I promised her I’d
graduate from college. That
kept me going.”
Aaker’s mother Joan, a nurse
practitioner at MeritCare, remembers that moment. “I’m
a single parent who raised
two boys and my mother was
very important in their lives,”
she said. “They both adored
her. So I truly believe that his
promise motivated him.”
And so did his attitude, she
said. “When John was young,
he was a very strong-willed
boy. And I knew that would
serve him well because of the
difficulties he would face. So I
tried as best I could to steer his
strong will in the right direction.”
On becoming a Dragon
After graduating from Moorhead High, Aaker spent eight
months at The Courage Center in Golden Valley, Minn., a
rehabilitation center that helps
people with disabilities reach
their potential and learn to
live independently.
“The psychologists and counselors there knew it would be
difficult for John to get through
college,” his mother said. “But
they told him it would be
worth a try.”
They suggested Augsburg
College, because it had a reputable learning disabilities
program. He spent two years
there, but when available technology became an issue, he
returned to Moorhead and enrolled at MSUM.
“I grew up a few blocks from
campus and my mom still
lives there,” he said. “It was

just easier.”
Scoring a surprising 25 on his
ACT test (a high school teacher
read the exam to him), he had
no trouble getting admitted to
MSUM. But he started out at
the university Corrick Center
for General Education, which
fosters a mastery of freshman
and sophomore coursework
while students adjust to the
academic environment.
“It was just what John needed,” his mother said. “I can’t
say enough about the program. John has always had
the ability and the will to succeed and we knew he had to
jump through all the hoops
other students do. I think the
New Center reinforced what
his grandmother and I tried to
teach him: that you can do it.”
Greg Toutges, MSUM's disabilities director, also helped
Aaker access books on tape
and other technologies.
Campus involvement
All the while, Aaker has been
a steadfast advocate for accessibility on campus, serving on
several university committees.
“I’m not militant about it, but
at times I’ve been frustrated
with the process.”
He has nothing but good
things to say about Gordy
Bergman, MSUM’s grounds
and roads maintenance supervisor. “I think he gives all
students with disabilities here
his cell phone number in case
we get stuck in a snow bank or
need some other kind of help,”
he said. “He and his crew have
been invaluable.”
Aaker, now 29, recently
earned his driving permit after taking a series of special
training sessions at MeritCare.
But last year he had to make
a choice: get a car or a laptop
computer. “I needed the computer to graduate,” he said.
“I can get my driver’s license

any time.”
Looking forward
Following his goal, he just
completed an internship at the
Freedom Resource Center for
Independent Living in Fargo.
“That’s really what I want to
do with my degree, help other
people with disabilities learn
to live independently and
make choices for themselves. I
think I have a talent for it.”
He and his fiancée Bethany
Whitehead, an MSUM special
education major, have planned
a June 17 wedding. They met
four years ago at an Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship retreat in Brainerd.
“I was an education major
at Southwest Minnesota State
in Marshall, Minn., then,”
she said. “John and I were in
a small group at the retreat,
and many of us kept in touch
over the Internet. Then I found
out that it would be better for
me to transfer to another state
school because of my decision
to change my major. Knowing
John here in Moorhead made
MSUM a logical choice.”
For the past three years
they’ve lived on the same floor
in East Snarr. “He proposed to
me in his mother’s driveway.
We’d spent the evening driving through Lindenwood Park
looking at the Christmas lights.
I almost drove off the road a
few times, looking at the lights
and trying to figure out what
John was fidgeting with.”
It was an engagement ring,
in a bone china box imported from Ireland. “It was his
grandmother’s. And the stone
was also from his grandmother’s ring,” she said.
After graduating, they plan
to move to Yuma, Ariz., where
Bethany already has a teaching job, and John will pursue a
career as a social worker helping people with disabilities.

Loan debt above national average
By RACHEL JACOBS
Staff Writer

By graduation, the average
MSUM senior this year will
have accumulated $23,360
in debt, $163 more than the
national average debt of
$23,197.
In comparison, Concordia
College students have an average debt of debt of $16,960.
NDSU students equal the
national average at $23,197.
Adding interest rates to
those debts mean even more
money. According to www.
finaid.org, if a student takes
10 years to pay back $23,360,
at 6.8 percent interest, their
monthly payment would be
$268.83, and they’d end up
paying almost $9,000 more in
interest charges.
If that same student consolidated their loans before the
interest rate increases, thus
locking in an interest rate of
about 4.8 percent, their monthly payment would be $245.49
for 10 years and they’d pay
about $6,000 in interest.

The amount of the monthly payment makes a difference as well. If a student with
$23,360 in loans at 4.8 percent
interest pays back their loans
at $500 per month, the would
finish paying their loans in
just over four years, and pay
about $2,500 in interest.
Financial analyst Suze
Orman, in her book “The
Money Book for the Young
Fabulous and Broke,” recommends that students consolidate their loans and have payments automatically deducted
from a bank account. Most
lenders offer a quarter of a
percent off the interest rate
for those who have automatic
payment–savings that can add
up to hundreds of dollars.
All math questions aside,
there are several things that
can be done in order to make
debt repayment easier.
Bridit Sprenger, a financial
aid counselor at NDSU said,
“Start saving early. Live like
a college student now so you
don’t have to live like one for
the rest of your life.”

Average Debt
$24,000

$23,197
$22,689

$23,000
$22,000
$21,000

$20,473

Loan Debt

$20,101

$19,860

2001-2002

2000-2001

$20,000
$19,000
$18,000
2004-2005

2003-2004

Jane Williams, director of
financial aid at Concordia
says, “I encourage students to
be careful with their expendituresduring college as to keep
their borrowing down.”
Susan Rostedvedt-Johnson,
MSUM office of larship and
financial aid assistant director

2002-2003

also recommended loan consolidation, which would allow
students to lock in low interest
rate before rates change.
"Also, try to use the same
co-signer and bank for your
loans. It makes it easier to consolidate," she said.
Students with loan replace-

ment or consolidation questions can visit the MSUM office
of scholarship and financial
aid in Owens, or contact the
office at 477-2251 or e-mail
finaid@mnstate.edu.
Jacobs can be reached
at jacobsrm@mnstate.edu.
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Crime revealed

Yearly memo makes professors
divulge alleged student crimes
By LEE MORRIS
Staff Writer

Federal law requires college professors to share their
knowledge of suspected student crimes with authorities, including MSUM campus security, which sends out
yearly memos to collect such
data.
Ferman Woodberry, campus security director, said the
Jeanne Clery Act requires professors to divulge any major
student crime they know of.
The act, signed in 1990, started because of a 1986 incident
when a college student was
raped and murdered, prompting her parents to push for
stricter campus crime records.
Woodberry said the act
makes all American universities list their crime statistics.
Woodberry said, “Anyone
that works with students, that
counsels students, advises students,” including professors,
are designated “campus security authorities.”
To obtain student crime data,
Woodberry sends a yearly
memo to campus security
authorities who fill it out and
return it.
If a campus security authority indicates knowledge of
crimes on the memo, campus
security sends that person a
letter asking for the type of
incident, the victim and the
name of the accused.
The 2005 memo listed arrests
for alcohol, drugs and weapons violations, false fire alarms,
murder, sex offenses, robbery
and assault as possible criminal activities for campus security authorities to report. The
2006 memo included on- or
off-campus crimes.
Woodberry said campus
security should “know about
every offense” and the 2005
memo garnered two to five
crime reports.
He said, “The community has
a right to know when something like this has occurred so
that we can be proactive and
we can take action.”
Woodberry said because the
federal government needs to
know about every offense,
campus security gathers the
information for its records
despite its ability to obtain
data from the police.
To ensure all crimes are
reported, Woodberry said the
Clery Act requires professors to share information on
alleged perpetrators whether
they were arrested or not.
According to Woodberry,
every university’s security
department sends a memo
similar to his.
The 2005 memo read,
“Federal regulations require
you to report these alleged
crimes regardless of any perceived issue of confidentiality,” meaning that if a student
told a professor something in
confidence, that student has
no right to privacy if he or she
has broken a law.

Paul Harris, history professor, said, “I would assume
that when a student comes to
you in that way, they’re looking for some kind of personal
help. And they should be able
to get that regardless of what
they’ve done.”
Woodberry said, “We keep
confidentiality as much as
possible to the extent, where if
it’s something major like this, I
can’t promise confidentiality.”
Woodberry said, “The rights
of privacy for an individual
do not outweigh the rights of
the community to know when
something like this, major, has
happened.”
Deb White, sociology and
criminal justice professor, said,
“I imagine it could make it difficult” if a student told her
something in confidentiality
that she could not conceal.
Both Harris and White
received the memos as they
serve as advisers to student
organizations.
This year, selected full-time
university employees as well
as student organization advisers were on the list designated
campus security authorities.
Counselors are not required
to sign the form because
federal laws protects them,
Woodberry said. Nurses and
the Hendrix Health Center
Director are also exempt from
reporting, though both were
on 2006's list of campus security authorities.
The 2005 memo required
recipients to make campus
security aware of “referrals”
that they should report.
Woodberry said, “Any referral means that if I had a student with a serious alcohol
problem and I referred that
person to alcohol counseling,
that’s a referral.”
The campus security authority would then report that student for possible legal violations.
The 2006 memo did not specifically point out that campus
security authorities must list
referrals.
Woodberry said the memo “is
for statistical data gathering
only” and the police department and the campus judicial
system may both receive any
reports of student criminal
activity.
Woodberry said that if he
did not send out the memo,
MSUM could lose funding.
Woodberry said, “If the
Department of Education
comes back and audits the
university, if they find fault
with our numbers, the university can have all of its federal
funding revoked.”
White said the data collection method needs to balance
between protecting students
and the rights of others in the
community.
She said, “So it’s kind of a
quandary.”
Morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.

Advocate names 2006-2007 staff
Advocate staff reports
The Advocate has named its
staff for the 2006-2007 school
year.
Lee Morris will serve as editor. Morris, a 2003 graduate

of Moorhead High School,
was a staff writer for The
Advocate this year.
Brittany Knudson will
serve as opinion editor;
Alyssa Schafer, features editor; Kellie Meehlhause, arts

and entertainment editor;
Robyn Rohde, sports editor; Heather Gruenhagen,
photo editor; and Samantha
Kveno, Shailiza Manandhar
and Amanda Hugget, copy
editors.
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Students pile condiments on their free hot dogs and hamburgers in celebration of Earth Day.

Barden signs Earth Day declaration
MSUM President Roland Barden and
student senate president James Cailao
signed the Talloires Declaration on
Tuesday on the campus mall in celebration of Earth Day.
The purpose of the Earth Day Celebration
and the Talloires Declaration signing
was to make the campus and surrounding community aware of environmental
issues and identify ways MSUM can continue its attempts at creating sustainable
practices. Refreshments were available as
part of the celebration.
Signing joins MSUM with an international network of more than 300 other
universities committed to a sustainable
future.
The Talloires Declaration is a 10-point
action plan for incorporating sustainability and environmental literacy in teaching, research, operations and outreach at
colleges and universities.

Student senate president James Cailao speaks
at the Earth Day Celebration on Tuesday. Cailao
signed the Talloires Declaration to raise awareness for environmental issues.

Students receive hamburgers and hot dogs at the Earth Day event Tuesday on the campus mall.

Planning to quit smoking after college? The odds are against you.
Research shows most students who say they’ll quit smoking right after college...can’t.

Classifieds
For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
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For Rent
Unique 1, 2 & 3 bdrm floor plans,
Heated indoor parking, Private
Laundry in each unit, Central air
and exposed duct work, High speed
internet available, Balconies, 9' wood
beamed ceilings, From $580 with
incentives, No pet please.
Woodlawn Terrace
330 2nd Ave. S. Mhd.
239-2603
Effic, 1, 2 &3 Bdrms, ALL UTILITIES
PAID, Attached garages, indoor Pool
& Sauna, Fitness Center, Controlled
Access Entries
The Park East Apartments
237-6448 or 239-2603
www.fmapartments.com
APARTMNTS FOR RENT. Summer or
school year '06-'07. One, two, three
and four bedrooms. 1 to 4 people.
Also, efficiency and roommates. Located between campuses and North
of campus. (218) 236- 1143.
FOR RENT - PERFECT FOR FOUR
PEOPLE Huge 3 bedroom/2 bath
house with 2 car garage and tons of
storage!. 1 block north of Concordia.
523 7th St. S. $1,200/month (OBO)
+ utilities. Available May 1. 701-7998369.
Large 4 Bdrm, 2 bath, 2 kitchen duplex, heat and water paid, $1,000/mo,
1/2 block from MSU, open June 1st,
call 701-238-0081.
Large 2 bedroom apartments for
rent, starting June or August Summer
rate of $300 a month! One year or
ten month leases available. $425$450, heat and water paid. Most with
garages and parking. Call 218-2330203 or 218-790-4866.
Large 3 Bdrm apt, 1 block from MSU
heat and water paid, dishwasher,
$675, call 701-238-0081

Misc.

Help Wanted

Free Pregnancy Testing - First Choice
Clinic, Putting You First For Life. Call
701-237-6530 or toll free 1-800-2376530.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER/WEB DESIGNER wanted for local start-up
company. We want help designing a
logo and setting up or website. Pay
negotiable. Contact: rick@doorhead.
com or (614) 352-8054

STORAGE LOWEST RATES IN
TOWN. Make your summer move
easy, leave your stuff with us. Call
Simon's Warehouse @ (218)2331587. Monday-Friday 8-12 & 1-5.
Located downtown Moorhead
Golf Beautiful Ponderosa, 4.5 miles
east of Glyndon. Golf 11 holes for
$8.00! ID required, valid until end of
season.

Help Wanted
Looking for summer employment?
Knight Printing Co. of Fargo is now
taking applications for the summer
season, which runs approximately
May 30-August 31. There are a wide
range of departmental positions available. Positions and job application are
available online at www.knightprinting.com or you may apply in person
at our front desk at 16 S. 16th St.
Fargo. No phone calls please.
The MSUM Early Education Center, a
nationally accredited program, is now
accepting applications for 3-6 year
olds for Fall 2006. Parents who are
MSUM students may be eligible for
grant funds. For more informatino call
judy at 477-2214.
Looking for 5 sharp business students
for summer work. Make $700 per
week. For more information call kami
at 218-310-6170.
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Looking for responsible, reliable
individuals to work evening hours
cleaning office buildings. Hours are
flexible, with most shifts starting after
5 pm, Monday thru Friday with weekends off. Apply in person at 3431 4th
Ave. S. Suite C.
Ideal summer job with all weekends
off. Apply now for part time or full
time positions startng in May. We
need responsible, reliable individuals
to work evening hours cleaning office
buildings. Hours are flexible, with
most shifts starting after 5 pm, Monday thru Friday with all weekends off.
Apply in person at 3431 4th Avenue
South, Suite C
*Summer Work, Great pay! $15
base-appointment, full time/part
time. Students, sales/services, no
experience necessary, all ages 17+,
conditions apply. Call 701-323-6585,
work in Fargo area
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT: Counselors, speech and occupational
herapists and aides, reading instructors, recreation, crafts and waterfront
personnel needed for a summer
camp in North Dakota. Working with
children with special needs. Salary
plus room and board. Contact:
Dan Mimnaugh
Camp Grassick, Box F
Dason, ND 58428
701-327-4251
grasbek@bektel.com

Large efficiency, 1 Block from MSU
heat and water paid, $285, call 701238-0081
House For Rent: Across the street
from MSUM. 2 units or can be combined, main floor 4 bdrm, downstairs
2 bdrm. 505 16th St. Call Mary or
Rick, 701-388-0754 or 233-8255.
House For Rent: 2 blocks from
MSUM/Concordia, 4+ bedroom, 2
bathroom. Large living room, spacious modern kitchen. Double garage
lus off-street parking, private yard.
$1200. Available 6/1. (701) 866-1585.
For Rent: 4 bdrm/2 bath located a few
blocks from MSUM. For more info,
call Douglas at 293-2814.
August 1st - Two bedroom, security,
heat/water paid, Quiet, no parties,
miniblinds, A/C, off street assigned
parking with plugins. Certified
Crime/Drug free housing with police,
no pets.
218-364-6584 or cell 701-371-7435.

Houses For
Rent
2, 3, & 4 Bedrooms
In Moorhead and Fargo
Starting at $550

Call Coldwell Banker
for more info.

239-2603

Calling ALL Pets!
*Free Tanning
*Fitness Center, Indoor Pool, and Spa
*Heat, Garbage, Water, Sewer Paid
*Underground Heated Parking
*Washer/Dryer in unit
*Central Heat and Air
*Balcony
*Rental Incentives Available
*Credit cards accepted!
Galleria on 42nd
3700 42nd Street SW, Fargo
701-356-3801
www.galleriaon42nd.com
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Start your summer
off right...
Bring your
textbooks to
MSUM's
Book Buyback

Build Your Future With United Rentals!

SALES COORDINATOR

United Rentals is a construction equipment rental company, 13,400 strong with 750
locations in the United States, Canada and Mexico. We’re looking for individuals who
can contribute, grow, think, dream, and build to join our growing team.
We’re currently seeking bright, assertive, out-going and ambitious Sales Coordinators for
our Midwest branch locations. In this entry-level management role you will acquire
the financial, sales, marketing and personnel management skills that will enable
you to ultimately run your own business as a United Rentals Branch Manager.
The ideal candidate should possess:
• BA/BS degree
• Previous retail or sales experience preferred
• PC Proficiency required
• Strong communication and organizational skills
We offer: highly competitive compensation and benefits package including
medical/dental/vision, life insurance and a 401(K) plan.
To learn more about our Company, it’s mission, it’s products and it’s unparalleled success,
visit us at www.unitedrentals.com or contact:
Rebeckah Long, relong@ur.com
Candidates may fax resumes to: 314-754-9920
EOE/AAP/M/F/D/V

PLACEMENT: MSU
Size: 10” x 8”

